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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1-32 as indicated below, wherein deleted material is shown by 
strikeflnough and added material is underlined. A complete listing of claims pending in the 
appUcation foUowing enliy of this Preliminary Amendment is presented as follows: 

1. (Cunently Amended) A auohion in s oomponont for on oitiolo of footwoor, th e Aff article of 
fantwear having ^^r^ ^ a -^la strurtiife. Hift solc stnichife indudins ft cushioning 

component comprising: 

a chamber having a first surfece and an opposite second surfece peripherally joined to 
fonn a volume for rfecaving a fluid, the first surfece and Ae second surface being 
devoid of internal connections that secure interior portions of the iirst surfece to 
interior portions of the second surface^ the first surfece and the second surfece 
defining a pluraUty of lobes extending outward fiom a central area of the 
chamber, the lobes being in fluid communication with the central area, and the 
lobes defining spaces positioned between the lobes located adjacait to each other; 
and 

inserts positioned within the spaces, the inserts being formed of a resiUent tJ»terial. 

2. (Currently Amended) The «a riiioning oompon e nt article of footwe^ recited in claim 1, 
wherein a pressure of the fluid is in a range of zero to five pounds per square inch. 

3. (CurrenUy Amended) The e uflhioning oomponent arHde of footwear recited in claim 1, 
wherein a piessure of the fluid is approjdmalely equal to an ambient pressure of air surrounding 
tibe sole stracture. 

4. (Currently Amended) The ouohiomne onmpnnmt ffticle of footw^ recited in claim 1, 
wherein the fluid is air. 

5. (Currently Amoided) The oudbioning oomponont firrirfe of footwear recited in claim 1, 
wherdn a first layer of polymer material extends over at least a portion of the first surfece and is 
secured to the inserts. 
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6. (Cunently Amended) The q a a hionin e oom peaert iwtilrlc of footWW recited in daim 5. 
whereiji a second layer of the polymer material extends over at leaift a portion of the second 
sur&ce and is secured to the inserts. 

7. (Cunently Amended) Hie a uBhioning oompon e nt firtide of foptwflM recited in daim 6, 
wherein the first layer and the second layer arc formed integral with the inserts. 

8. (CorenUy Amended) The ouohioning component aniplg of footwear redted in daim 1, 
wherein layers of material extend over the first surfece and the second surfeoe, the inserts being 
secured to the layers of material and extending between the layers of material. 

9. (Currently Amended) The cushioning oo mpeaenit Mtide of footwear redted in daim 1, 
wherein the inserts are positioned adjacent a sidewall of the diamber, the sidewall extending 
between the first surftce and flie second sur&ce. 

10. (Currently Amended) The cushioning e omponcml article of fggtwgar redted in daim 1, 
wherdn each insert includes a first portion positioned adjacent Ihe first surface and a second 
portion positioned adjacent the second surface. 

11. (Currently Amended) The €faa hioning cM t^eaeal artide of footwear redted in claim 10, 
wherein the first portion is secured to the second portion. 

12. (Currently Amended) The euateeafe g e ompencnt artiol^ of fofftWW redted in claim 10> 
wherein the firat portion is formed of three concave structures, and the second portion is formed 
of three concave structures. 

13. (Currently Amended) The e ashioning oomponcait arHrJe nf footwear redted in daim 1, 
wherein central areas of the first surface and the second surfue have a substantially planar 
configuration. 
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14. (Currently Amended) The oue^oning qompon ei at article of footwear redted in claim 1, 
wherein the ciiainbCT includes at least five of the lobes. 

15. (Cuirenfly Amended) The cushioning - oomponont article of footwear recated in daim 1, 
wherein at least a portion of the inserts are bonded to flie chamber. 

16. (Cunently Amended) The ouahioning oomponont article of footwear redted in daim 1, 
wherein the inserts are less compressible than the diamber. 

17. (Cuirently Amended) a ctMhinning ftfwnpftnftnt fon on flttiol e of footwcMir- the An artide of 
footwear having an umier and a sole structure^ the sole structure includinR a cushioning 
component comprising: 

a chamber enclosing a fluid having a pressure q>proximatdy equal to an ambient 
pressure of air surrounding the cushioniiig component, the chamber having a first 
sur&ce end an opposite second surface pedpherally joined to form a voltmie for 
receiving the fluid, the first surface and the second surface being devoid of 
internal connections that secure interior portions of the first surfiice to interior 
portions of the second surface, the first sur&ce and the second surface defining a 
.plurality of lobes extending outward fiom a central area of the diamber, the lobes 
bedng in fluid communication witfi the central area, and the lobes defining spaces 
positioned between the lobes located adjacent to eadi other; and 

a covering element having a first layer, a second layeXt and a plurality of inserts 
extending between the first layer and the second layer, the first layer extending 
over at least a portion of the first surface, the second layer extending over at least 
a portion of the second surface, and the Inserts being positioned within the spaces. 

18« (Currently Amended) The ouohioning oomponont article of footwear redted in daim 17, 
wherein the fluid is air. 

19< (Currently Amended) The ouohioning oomponont article of footwear redted in daim 17, 
wherein the inserts are less compressible than the chamber. 
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20. (Cuxtently Amended) The CMhioning Qomponent article of footwear recited in claim 17, 
wherein eadi insert includes a first portion positioned ddjac»t the first surface and a second 
portion positioned adjacent the second surface. 

21. (Ciutently Amended) Th^ AiiQhinning flntnpnnwit article of footwear recited in claim 20, 
wherein flie first portion is secured to the second portion. 

22. (Cuirently Amended) The c f uohioning componont article of footwear recited in daim 20, 
wherein the first portion is foimed of three concave structures, and the second portion is formed 
of three concave structures. 

23. (Currently Amraded) The cuflhioning csomponcnt article of footwear recited in daim 17, 
wherein central areas of the first surface and Ihe second sqrface have a substantially planar 
configuration. 

24. (Currently Amoided) The ouohioning component article of footwear redted in daun 17, 
wherein the chamber includes at least five of the lobes. 

25. (Currently Amended) The ouohionine ooilDiponmt article of footwear redted in claim 17, 
whearein the inserts are positioned adjac«it a sidewall of the diamber, the sidewall extending 
between the first surface and the second surface. 

26. (Curr«itly Amended) The ouahioning oomponont article of footwear redted in daim 17, 
wherein at least a portion of the inserts are bonded to the chamber. 

27. (Cuirently Amended) \ \ nnhif^n^^c myrrt^r^rtntn^ for nrtinln nf fnntwoar, tho An article of 
footwear having an upper and a sole stmcture. the sole s tmcture including a cushioning 
oomponeat comprising: 

a chamber having a first surface and an opposite second surface peripherally joined to 
form a volume for receiving a fluid, the first surface and the second surface being 
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devoid of internal comiectioiis ttiat secure interior portions of the first surfiace to 
interior portions of Ihe second surface, the first surface and the second surface 
defining a plurality of lobes eKtending outward from a central area of the 
chamber, Ae lobes being in fluid cammunication with the ceotral area, and the 
lobes defining spaces positioned between die lobes locate adjacent to each other; 
and 

a covering elwent having a first layn, a second layer, and a phirality of inserts 
extending between the first layer and the second layer^ the first layer extending 
over the first surfoce, the second layer extending over the second surface, and the 
inserts being positioned within the spaces, each insert having a first portion and a 
second portion* the first portion bdng located adjacent the first sur&ce and the 
second portion being located adjacent the second surface, and the first portion 
being joined with the second portion to secure the covering dement to the 
chamber, fiie inserts having a configuration that is less conxpressible than the 
diamber. 

28. (Cmrently Amended) The ouahioning oomponent article of footwear recited in claim 27» 
wherdn a pressure of the fluid is in a range of zero to five pounds per square mch- 

29. (Currently Amended) The cushioning oomponcnt article of footwear recited in claim 27. 
wherein a pressure of the fluid is a^yproximately equal to an ambient fmssure of air surrounding 
the sole structure. 

30. (Currently Amended) The ouahioning compon e nt article of footwear redted in claim 27, 
wherein the fluid is air. 

31. (Currently Amended) The ouflhioning oomponcnt article of footwear recited in claim 27, 
wherein the first portion is formed of three concave structures, and the second portion is formed 
of three concave structures. 
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32. (Cuncntly Amended) The ounhiomne oompott e nt aiticle of fogpffm recited in claim 27, 
wherein central areas of the firrt surface and the second suifece have a substantially planar 
configuration. 

33. (Original) An article of footwear comprising: 

an upper for receiving a foot of a wearer, and 
a sole structure secured to the ui^er, the sole structure including: 
a midsole formed of a polymer foam material, and 

a cushioning contponent at least partially csncapsulated by the foam material of the 
midsole, the cushioning component having a chamber and a plurality of 
inserts, the diambw enclosing a fluid having a pressure proximately 
equal to an ambient pressure of air surrounding the cushioning component, 
and the chamber having a first surfece and an opposite second surfiw^e 
peripherally joined to fonn a volume for recriving the fluid, the first 
surfece and the second surface being devoid of internal connections that 
secure interior portions of the first surface to interior portions of the 
second surface, the first surface and the second surface defining a plurality 
of lobes extending outward fiom a central area of the chamber, the lobes 
being in fluid communication with the central area, and the lobes dining 
spaces positioned between the lobes located adjacent to each otiier, tiie 
inserts being positioned within the spaces, and flie inserts beuig less 
compressible than the chamber. 

34. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 33, wherein the cushioning component is 
positioned within a heel portion of the midsole. 

35. (Origfaial) The article offootwearredted in clahn 33, wherein an edge of the cushioning 
component protrode tbrou^ an edge of the midsole. 

36. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 33, wherein an upper surface of the 
cushioning component is coextensive with an upper surfece of the midsole. 

7 

PA6E1V14'RCVDAT1/5f2005 7:07:50 PM [Eastern St»^^ 



01/05/2005 16:11 FAX 5034258801 



Banner & Ifitcoff Ltd 



©011/014 



37. (Original) Theaiticleof footwear ledted in claim 33, wherein die fl^ 

3S. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 33, wh^rdn a fixst kyer » 
least a portion of the first sur&ce and is secured to the inserts. 

39. (Original) The article offootwearredted in claim 38, whoein a seoond layer extends over 
at least a portion of the second sotface and is secured to the inserts. 

40. (Original) The article of footwear recited m daim 33« wherein layers of material extend 
over the first surface and the second surface, ttie inserts being secured to the layers of material 
and extending between the layers of material. 

41. (Original) The article of £30twear redted in claim 33, wherein each insert indiides a first 
portion positioned adjacent the first sur&ce and a second portion positioned adjacent the second 
surface. 

42. (Original) Theartideof footwear recited in claim 41, wherein the first portion is secured to 
the second portion. 

43. (Original) Thearticleof footwear recited in daim 41» wherein the first portion is formed of 
three concave structures, and the second portion is fomied of three concave structures. 

44. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 33, wherein central areas of the first 
surfieu^ and the second surface have a substantially planar configuratioru 

45. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 33, wherdn the chamber includes at least 
five of the lobes. 
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46. (Original) An artideoffbotwear having an upper and a sole struck 
the sole stroctiire comprismg: 

a midsole fbimed of a polymer foam material, 

a cushioning component at least partially encapsulated by the foam material of the 
midsole, the cushioning component having: 

a chamber enclosing a fluid having a pressure approximately equal to an ambient 
pressure of air surrounding the cushioning component, and the diamber 
having a first surface and an opposite second sur&ce peripherally joined to 
form a volume for receiving the fluid, Ae first surfece and the second 
surface being devoid of internal connections that secure interior portions 
of the first surface to interior portions of the second surface, tibe first 
surface and the second surfece defining a plurality of lobes extending 
outwanJ fixan a central area of the chamber, the lobes being in fluid 
communication with the central area, and the lobes deflnhig spaces 
positioned between the lobes located adjacnt to each other 
a covering element having a first layer, a second layer, and a plurality of inserts 
ext»ding between the first layer and the second lay^, the first layer 
extending over Ae first surface, the second layer extending ovec the 
second surface, and the inserts being positioned within the spaces, the 
inserts each having a first portion and a second portion, the first portion 
being located adjaciait the first surfece and the second portion being 
located adjacent the second swfecc, and the first portion being joined with 
the second portion to secure the covering element to the chamb^, the 
inserts having a configuration fiiat is less compressible than the chamber, 
an outsole secured to the midsole» 

47. (Original) The article of frotwear recited in claim 46, wherein an edge of the cushioning 
component protrude through an edge of the midsole. 

48. {Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 46, wherein an upper surface of ttie 
cushioning component is coextensive with an upper surfece of tiie midsole. 
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49. (Original) The aiticle of footwear tedted in claim 46,^ 

50. (Original) llie aidcle of footwear redted in claim 46, wherdn 

diiee concave structures, and the second portion is formed of three concave structures. 
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